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On the evening of Sept. 18 and the early morning of Sept. 19, three separate bombs exploded in
Panama City. One bomb went off at the offices of the Foreign Ministry, a second at headquarters
of the Electoral Tribunal, and a third at the Tocumen international airport. A fourth explosive
device was discovered in the airport and was successfully deactivated before detonating. At
least two persons suffered minor injuries from the blasts. Following the bombings, President
Guillermo Endara placed the security forces on a "state of alert" throughout the country and
ordered an "exhaustive investigation." Several persons were arrested in the capital in connection
with the attacks. Carlos Landero, deputy director of the Judicial Technical Police (Policia Tecnica
Judicial, PTJ), asserted that the attacks were aimed at "spreading alarm" among the population and
"demonstrating opposition to the holding of the referendum," scheduled for Nov. 15, to decide on
abolition of the armed forces. In a Sept. 19 telephone call to a local radio station, a group calling
itself the Front for Panamanian Sovereignty (Frente Panama-Soberana) claimed responsibility for
the bombings. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence
France-Presse, 09/18/92, 09/19/92)
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